An unfortunate dispute has arisen at Torquay in connection with the Torbay Hospital. Last year at the annual meeting, by 20 votes to 9, the subscribers passed a new rule: " That the honorary staff shall consist of three physicians, three surgeons, an ophthalmic surgeon, an anaesthetist, and a dental surgeon.
They shall be elected annually, as vacancies occur, by a special board, and shall be eligible for re-election." The medical men at the time strongly objected to the proposal that their appointments should be held from year to year, and the climax has now come through the action of the "special board," who recently re-elected the whole of the honorary medical staff, with two exceptions?these being gentlemen who had honourably served the hospital for many years. injustice had been perpetrated, and added that he had had a good many years' experience of hospitals, but had never yet found a hospital that treated its honorary medical officers with less courtesy. Dr. Stebb entered a protest against the secret ballot in the election of the medical staff, and hinted that if the weekly Board resigned there would be found able administrators, competent people, to conduct the affairs of the hospital long after the fame of those who were present was simply preserved by stained-glass windows in all the churches. Some more warm discussion followed, and after a debate of two and a-half hours, it was agreed to adjourn for a month, in order that a conference might ensue between the Board and members of the Torquay Medical Society.
